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Kni59itonr» 

Ap:fil.-1945t_ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  4 • ■ 

Ilnighton' Rural  District ' Council. ' ‘ ^ 

Ikir  CTnairraa.n,  tlrs  Coltman  Rogers  riid  Gentlemen^  ^ ‘ 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical 

Officer  of  Health,  a position  to  which  I was  appointed  during  the  37ear 

under  review. 

Since  taking  up  the  duties  in  Julj^  I have  been  in  close  touch 
wfth  all  roatter  concerning  the  health  of  the  resideu-ts  in  the  Rural 
District. 

It  is  required  that  a.  Medical  Officer  sha^ll  report  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  every  phase  of  health  ^.ctivities  ih  the  arer.  of 
the  Author  it  jj'  he  serves.  Infectious  diseases;  water  and  milk  supplies; 
housing,  etc,  :.re  among  the  rortters  that  come  under  his  purview. 

Social  conditions  generally  have  differed  little,  from  those  of 
previous  ^jears  end  "'the  same  applies  to  geogrrphical  cond.itionS  in  the 
Area . 

Agricultural  workers-men  and  women  alike-form  ^ large 
proportion  of  the  residents. 

Clinical  and  Treatment  Centres. 

District  Hurses  continue  to  render  useful  service  in  Eia.ternit^^; 
and  general  cases;  while  residents  in  the  Rural  district  are  able  to 
attend  Ante -na tr 1- Infant  Dclfare  and  Tuberculosis  clinics.  • 

An  Ambulanet  service  operates  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
and  another  where  accidents  are  met  with. 

Treatment  for  venereal  diseases  can  be  ha,d/;t  the  general 
hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Infectiour'  Diasrec. 

- : One  case  of  Puerperal  fever  wr  s notified  in  June  and  during 

October  two,  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported-one  a.  married  woman 
of  32  years  and  another  c child  (girl  evacuee)  -^-f  6 years,  both  of  whom 


died  in  Dcnbi::h  r.nd  Shrensburj^  hospiorls  respectively  nhcrc  they  iTere 


bei.*g  trer.ted.  . v-.' '' 

..  . i-  *•  ■ * 

In  December  "rl' cr.se  ci  pnaemonir  \Te.s  notified-  r.  mesi  of  34  yer.r 
TThich  cr.se  unf ortunr.tely  proved  frtr.l* 

A number  of  cr.ses’cf  Ivlerslec  (rll  of  school  r.fre)  cccuri^Rl 
durinv  April,  ivr:y,“Ju.nc  r.nd  July,  In  ercli  case  the  attack  .rrrs  mild. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  many  cases 'Of ' Inf luehzal_^coIds  • 
vere  knorni  to  exist  affectinv  persons  of  both. sexes  and  all  ages.  . _ • 

IJo  cases  of  scarlet  fever  raid  diphtheric;  occurred  during  the 
year.  , r 

Schools. 

Ihere  have  been  fen  schccl  closures  during,  the  year-outbreaks 


-f  infectious  disease  among  the  sclicl.-'rs  being  f c\t  and  far  .betneen. 


During  Pebruary  the  attendance  of  children  cf  all  ages  nas 
badly  affected,  generally  by  reason  of  the  number  nhc  nere  suffering 
from  influenEal  colds. 

Happily  the  absence  ci.all  concerned  .mas  of  short  duration. 

Pollening  the  conversion  of  the  earth  clc.se ts  into  approved 
"ater  closets  at  ITcrtcn  Schccl  the  cenditiens  affecting  the  schccl 
playground  there  have  grer.tlj^  improved. 

PUBLICHEALTH  (PREVEITIIOIT  OP  TUBERCULOSIS)  REOUL/iTIOITS . 


Ho  action  has  been  ncccssr.ry  in  rny  case  rJiere  persons  v;cro,  . 

p 

employed  in  the  production  and  distribution  cf  milk. 

Periodical  enquiries  are  made  inton.the  .healrh-of  those 
employed  in  the  milk' trade. 

POOD  SUPPLY. 

Registered  and  licensed  premises  uero  regularly  visited  to 
examine  the  meat  cf  animals  sl-:.U5^htered  for  f.ocd,  and  vehicles  plying 
in  the  district  nith  meat,  fish  and  fruit  v;ere  regularly  inspected. 

Cottagers  " nd  farmers  slaughtered  large  numbers  of  animr:ls 
ii]p. inly  for  home  consumption  and  all  the  carcases  had  to  be  examined  as 
did  those  cf  anirm-'ls  nhicli  met  iritli  accidents  .and  had  to. he  destroyed. 

Pigs  nere  slaughtered  in  great  numbers  Just  prior  to  .2!raas, 

The  meat  examined  nr. s in  general  of  excellent  quality  and.  the 
■quality  cf  other  foodstuffs  reached  a.  high  standard. 
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Specir.l  vicitc  T7crc  pr.icl  aO  II « I - gOoC bli&hiuciitc  in  ihe 
Arer.  bC  inspect  cniic’iticnG  under  nliicli  -f  nod  etui  is  '.’Jere  stcTed« 

In  r,' number  of  erses  ct  siiops,  meat  pies,  unsueeteiied  milk, 
cakes  and  butter  ■".Tere  found  tc  be  inedible  badl.j^  tainted  and  unfit  for 
h^an  food.  * 

SETTS*  VAITS  AZTD  SEED  ERECTIOITS. 

Very  little  action  lias -been  necess'ry  in  the  district  this  year 
tc  deal  nith  these  erections,  for  there  liave  been  fencr  found,  thru  for 
seme  years  past,  lie  difficulty  uas  experienced  in  securing  the  removal 
of  the  fen  encountered o 

Those  met  r.ith  nerc.Ln.inly  situate  cn  l'-nd  adjoining  the  highmsT- 
Conditiens  as  regards  refuse  heaps,  litter,  absence  of  'eater 
supply  and  closet'' accommodation  T-'cre  unsatisfactory. 

One  caravan  at  B-egyiildy  mas  occupied  by  a family  of  seg’-en 
people.  Upon  recuest'  those  'responsible  nmyed  cut  of  the  district  much 
tc  the  relief  of  residents  in  that  area.  _ .. 

MILE  SUPPLY. 


Tlie  importance  of  ensuring  a pure  milk  supply  is  increasingly 
appreciated  and  tl:e  Council’s  co -opera. ticn  v.htli-- its  Officers;  in  the 
effort  tC'  secure  such  a supply  is  a helpful  factor  an  this  impertrnt 
ph^se  of  public  hca.l'oh  nerk. 

,,Thc  Districts’  favourable  pc. siticn  in  regr.-rd:  to  milk  supplies 
is  a feature.  Quite  a number  ^.f  buildings  have  been  adapted  tc  mcd.ern 
reruirements . Methods  of  production,  storag'c  and  handling  have  had 
careful  attention. 

The  regular  visits  of  inspection  of  all  f'-.rm  buildings  for 
hc'using  -dairy  cattle  revealed  the-  great  stride s .made  ' in.  a.dap ting 
buildings  and  ensuring  thcr'.ngli  010-:  nliness  in -mo the f.s  ■ of  production* 

Clean  mills  demonstratiens  vere  held  onVfay  51st  and  August  lOth 
at  Llandeuy  Hall  and  Cv.m'.diitton  respe ctivel^m  The se '-fore  ^at tended  by 
f armer-producers  frem  a r;ldc  area-members  of-'^-Ycung  Par.moTS’  Clubs- 
Sanita.ry  loispectars , District  Councillors  and  others  interested  in  the 
milk  industry.  Bo'bli  events  mere  a great  sucess-beth  ircm- the  s^.cial  and 
educaticnal  standpoixits . 
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i:iu:  TE5TIITG  ADVISORY  SCHExS- 

This  sciieae  uss  iY.itir.ted  in  the  early  part  of  1943 
co-operaticn  vJith  the  Llinistry  of  Aaricaltnre , its  mairL'ob  ject  being 
to  save  T7r stage  ^of  mills  through  souring. 

Since  the  .inception  of  the  scheme  in  the  Rural.  District 

...-y  '.^T 

regular  sampling  has  been  carried  cut  c t the  farms  nhere  the'milir’is 
produced  and  schools  vhiere  part  of  the'. milk  supply  is  consumed  by 
scholars. 

T]ie  scheme  is  of  the  utmost  \aaluc  to  the  community  at  large 


as  a means  of  improving  the  cgaality  of  the  milk  supply  and 
conscauently  the  health  of  the  people. 

During  the  year  no  fencr  than  1,337  samples  have  been  taken 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  ^nd  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  Aberystuyth  rnd  Builth  wells  respectix^ely . 

0 VSR  CROUD lYG-  ’ ■ . - ' 


It  hoc  not  been  found  necessa.ry  to  take  official  action  in 


regard  to  cvercrcwding  conditions  in  any  part  of  your  district.  There 
nere  a number  of  cases  nhere  families  lived  under  such  conditions  as 
urere  considered  to  be  unsatisf actcry  and  unlicalthy',  and  all  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with.  . ' ' 

SUTD  UORICERS  EOSTEL.  UHITTOE. 

Conditions  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  liquid  effluent  from 
the  septic  tanic  and  the  sludge  beds-f orming  part  of  the  drainage' 
system  at  tnc  Hostel,  '^.T.-itton,  have  be^n  satisf teeter ily  dealt  with. 

Ti,ie  water  supply  at  the  Eostcl  is  obtained  from  a stream  in  th 
locality.  T-iis  is  piped  to  the  premises  and-  is  subjected  to  chlorin- 
ation; an  uptodatc  plant  having  been  ixistallcd  for  the  purpose. 

Regular  monthly  samples  ere  taken  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  the  results  have  proved  most  satisfactory. 

\v:ter  supplies. 

Tlie  question  of  water  supplios  has  occupied  attention  during  t 
year  under  review  to  a remarkable  extent  and  supplies  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  area  have  been  kept  under  observation. 

In  319  cases  samples  were  taken  from  various  scurccs-public  an 
private  supplies.  VTiere  waters  proved  unfit  steps  were  immcdiatels^  wake 


(4).' 


to  effect  necessrry  iaprovenente  for  their  prctecticn 


ldecue.c37  of  the  ’.Toter  ciippl^^  throiif^hout-  the  Tdietr let,  ttps  ccre- 
f Lilly  iTC-tched  riiid  appropriate  action ■'t'-lfoii -vdiere  shcrtr.ge  \:as  found 
enist. 

During  the  EULirfiGr  months  the  Village  public  siipplio'S  UTcre  belcw 
normal,  though  ■'where  piped  &3^stcms  are  in  operation  no  shortage  was 
reported  from  any  part  of  the  Rural  area « . 

During  February  a special  surrey  of.  the  supply  and- ha  ter  bearing 
area  at  ITorten  ■'.tc.s  carried  out.  Sr:mples  rere  t'hen  from  the,  several 
springs  and  these  proved  satisfactory.  , 

Tlic  rater  supply  to  three  County  Bnall  Holdings  at  Bleddfa  rere 
found  to  be  both  inodequate  and  unsatisfactory.  These  conditions;  rcrc 
effectively  dealt  rith  by  the  construction  of  a large  t’lree  chambered 
reservoir  for  receiomng,  filtering  and  storage  purjicses. 

As  the.  re  suit  of  unsa.t  isf  actori-  reports  concerning  the  rater 
at  the  Hos'gcI,  ITnitton,  the  chlorinating  plant  in  use  there  ra.s  tlicrcugh 
overhauled  in  April,  since  when  the  analysis  of  re  tors  ta.hen  monthly?- 
has  been  satisfactory/. 

At  Grugyby/ddar  school  difficulty’  .ras  enperienced  in  obtaining 
rater  for  both  drinlzing  purposes  e.nd  for  the  coohing  of.  midday  meals 
in  the  Canteen.  Tlie  rcll  hcTc-rhich  is  the  source  of  supply-is  .tc  be 


deepened. 

An  inspection  oi  the  village  supply  at  Ll-ngunllo  in  Ilcvembcr 
revealed  defects  in  t..io  niped  system  T.hich  aifwcted  the  vslumc- and 
flcr  of  rater  rhich  should  have  been  available  for  use-c  Llecessary^  repair 
rere . promptly  carried  cut  rhich  service ' laas"  greatly’  c.ppreciated  by  the 
residents.  ■' 

3AITITARY  IIVIPROVHviEHTS . 

An  immense  volume  of  inpr'^vements  cf  all  hinds  liaS;,  y.esulted  fro] 
activity  in  regard  to  Housing,  rater  supplies  etc. 

Io;rgG  sums  cf  money  have  been  spent  in  carrying  out  repairs., 
structural  and  sanitary  improvements. 

The  rork  has  involved  ma.'n;’  meetings  cn  the  spot  rith  orners, 
occupiers  and  builders,  but  amicable  arrangements  haa-e  generally  been 
reached  betreen  the  persons  concerned  and  your  Officer. 


SaJITATIOIT' oil’  LICEITSED  PHEI'IISES- 

Ccnsiderr.blG  iuproTC-ientG  hf>/e  been  rffeoted  in  regnrd  tc  the 
sc.*xn,c-ry  r.rrangoneute  in  vogue  .-t  the  lioeneod  preuises  throughoi^' 
the  district. 

SeperruG  v:r,ter  closet  and  urinal  r.  c comic  da  t ion  hous^been 
providoa  for  the  use  of  the  public,  r.nd  in  nest  erses  interncl  closet  ■ 
end  bethrochi  nocoQuedution  hes  been  provided  for  the  prix-c-te  use.  of 
the  occupier.  ' 

H0USL7G.  ' 

L -cod  deal  of  r.orlz  has  been  done  in  re-ard  tc  ho  using  and  maol 
tililG  c.CYCCGc.  GO  'JhiS  brail  ch-<  Of  activity. 

oood  results  have  been  secured  in  iinproviiig  enisting  houses  in 
a nuraber  of  cases. 

Tv;c  nen  cotta-es  have  been  erected  at  Felindre,  nhich  it '"is 
nopoo.  ..ill  be  ready  fer  occupation  in  the  early  part . of  the  ccraihg^  year • 

Plans  for  the  conversion  of  three  cottages  into  tvrc ' niodern 
dwellings  at  Pelindrc  havc^beeii  approved  as  also  wore  pirns  for  a neia 
bungalon  at  Llangunllc  tc  replace  - building  destroyed  by  fire,  ' " 

Because  of  oheir  generally  dilapidated  state  and  consequently 
oneir  uiih-iGness  xcr  hui.ian  habitation  t\7o  cottages-cne  e<ach  at  Castle  Hill 

ICiiuc..las  ano  The  Lscgie,  Buthlass,  respectively  were  prohibited  from  being 
occupied . 

T0^;?H  AIIP  COUilTRY  PL;blTI7IIIG . 


A number  of  meetings  tool:  place  during  June  betneen  Officials 
of  the  Ivlinisiry  concerned  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  nhen.  broad 
issues  of  Reconstruction  r.crc  discussed. 

STnI’ACE'PARi:  GALIP. 


In  the  early  part  of  the\  year  a number  of  meetings  ’ncre  held 
on  tnc  spot  betiveen  3^cuf  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Officers  of  H.M.Pcrccs 
in  regarci  uo  ahe  provision  of  adequate  and  satisfactory  sanitarj^ 
accomr.iOda  uion  for  mcmb.ers  of  the  Pcrces  campina  here. 

Polloning  discussion  and  consideration  of  systems  most  suitable 
sa tisfr.ctcry  decisions  were  reached  and  plans  uere  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  3^0 ur  Council. 
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Lr.ter  aclvicG  \Tas  sciight  by  tlio  Officers  concernod.  v.e  to 
mer-ns  of  disposing  of  the  dry  refisc  rt  the  Crrp  hseist 
readily  given  in  this  mc*tter  and  the  Officers  ei-:prcssed 


the  best 
a n c e vc;  s 
appro cia 


ticn 


the  help 


thus  given. 


Regular  visits  v/erc  paid  to  the  Garr'P  to  advise  on  na.tters 
affecting  the  sanitar^^  arrangeraents  rncl  disposal  of  refuse  o 
SCHOOL  CAIITEEITS  MILurAY  KIEALS  c 


Kirce  new  buildings  have  been 
iThcrc  no  mid-day  meals  v;cre  provided,  iOr 


erected  for  use  at  Schools 
'Stallage,  Heyepe  and  Llaithddu 


A scries  of  meeti'-igs  van  hclu  vrith 
of  Works  to  discuss  the  question  of  internal  dr 
the  Canteens.  Your  requirements  in  this  re  spec 
In  one  uase  only  of  the  2.^  schools 
there  no  meals  being  provided,  ic , Glanithciio  A 
been  made  by  the  Ccunty  Education  Comraittec  for 


Cf ficials.  ^f  the  Ministr 
ainagt  ^''rranqLmcnts  at 
t Y/crc  fully  mc'-m 
in  thw  Rural  area,  arc 
rran--aaQ.cnt3  hevL-'or  have 
til  0 t r a n s f c r f r cm 


Llanbadarn  Eanr  to  Glanithon  of  the 


kitchen  non  in  use  there. 


I have  tlic  honour  to  be , 

Your  ebedienr  servan'i: 

(Signed)  J.G.  Oarimin.  m.R..C™Sc,  L.R.C.P' 
Mcdicad  Officer  cf  Health. 
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